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As many of you are preparing for your preliminaries, you must ask yourself many questions about your competition package to ensure that you do not loose any points, for  every point matters, therefore you should look for ways to improve your overall competition package to ensure that you are not giving “point advantage” to your competitors. 

One of the most common questions that we continue to receive is concerning evening gown. We are constantly asked if, during Gown Competition, do we prefer a sequined/beaded gown, when compared to the fabric gown. Our answer is always that it is not necessarily what we prefer to see in Gown Competition, as we are not the judges however, we are of opinion that either can be very elegant and compliment a contestant. Also, either can be harmful to the overall score of the contestant. The answer to the question of beaded or fabric is not clear and should not be given as a “blanket answer”.  It all depends on the particular contestant. The Miss Gay America system is known for being the best of the best and while most of the winners have won with beaded/sequined gowns, we see times changing and more often, we see contestants competing (especially in preliminary contests) in fabric gowns during competition (some with success and some without).We caution that careful consideration should be made regarding gown selection. We have heard many state that a particular style gown is not suited for the “Miss Gay America system” when in fact it may not be the gown that is the issue but rather the contestant. A gown in and of itself can be a very elegant creation…until it is placed on the contestant, then it takes a personality of its own. 

 Gown category is comprised of a possible 150 points (with four (4) subcategories as detailed below):
Suitability of the gown (0-30 possible points)- You must remember than not every style of gown will look great on every contest. 

Questions you should ask yourself include…

· Does the gown compliment your figure? 
· Is the neckline of the gown suitable for the contestant? (sometimes a low cut neckline can look masculine on a contestant)
· Are body pads too much? Not enough?
· Is the gown ill fitted? 
· Hemline too short or long? (A properly fitted gown should be to the top part of the shoe or approximately ½ inch above the floor, unless the style of the gown warrants different measurement i.e. ballroom style gown or tulip-contoured styled gown)

· Sleeves too short or long? (sleeves should be no shorter than the wrist, while the arm is bent and no longer than an inch below the wrist when the arm is hanging straight).
· If the “nude body” material is used on portions of the gown…does it look un-natural or wrinkled?

· If the gown is sleeveless, does the arms look to “manly”? (a sleeveless gown should not be worn if the judges can see the “man in the dress”)
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You should not attempt to remedy an ill fitted gown with pads, as usually this creates an unnatural look. A sleeveless gown may look great on one contestant, and awful on another. A fabric gown may compliment the figures of some, while insult the figure of others. 

Suitability of the hairstyle (0 to 20 possible points)-

Questions you should ask yourself include:

Does the style of hair compliment the contestants face? 

Does the style of hair emphasize a long face?
Is the style of the hair appropriate for the style of gown?

Does the color of hair compliment the makeup and gown color?

Does the hair look too stiff?

Does the hair look un-kept?
Is hairline unnatural (front and back?)
Presentation (modeling, poise, smile) (0-40 possible points)-
Questions you should ask yourself include…

Is modeling smooth (natural) and not too deliberate?

Are hand gestures excessive?
Is the “free-style” modeling “over the top”? (Too much for evening gown competition?)

Are beads crunched during modeling? (this can take away from the elegant mood the contestant attempts to create)
Do you know how to appropriately model a train? 

Are the three triangle points touched when modeling the gown?

We have seen some contestants that can put on a pair of tennis shoes and walk like a princess, then put on a pair of heels and walk like a “linebacker”. Typically, gowns that look and sound heavy, while being modeled do not score as well, when compared to gowns that look lighter.
General appearance (makeup, hair, condition of gown, accessories, shoes etc) (0-60 possible points)-
Questions you should ask yourself include…

Is the lining wrinkled? 
Does the hem lay? Does the hem tend to roll?

Does the neckline pucker?

Are there tears in the fabric?

Are beads or sequins missing?

Any strings hanging?

Is the hemline appropriate for the style of the gown?

Does the contestant look “manly” in the gown?

Do shoes match the gown?

Are shoes scuffed or look too worn/aged? 

Does the shoe bend under the weight of the contestant?

Is the heel of the shoe too much? Not enough?

Do the shoes compliment the gown? 

Do they distract from the overall appearance of the gown?

Are accessories too much? Not enough?

Is cleavage contour natural?
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Is makeup too harsh?

Is makeup too soft?

Are breast pads even? 

Are breast pads over bearing?

Are hip pads/buttock pads, if worn, too much? 

Are hip pads/buttock pads, if worn, not enough?

Is the contestant showing a tattoo?

Has the contestant made an unsuccessful attempt to cover a tattoo?

Is the jewelry too over-powering/gaudy? Rings too large? Ear-rings too large? 

Does the jewelry compliment the gown, rather than distract from it?

Does the contestant need to wear a heavier slip underneath the gown (as you should not be able to see through the gown, unless the style of the gown warrants)

The only general advice that should be given regarding Gown competition is that gown is the most elegant phase of competition and is clearly THE category that you must completely, without question, show the judges the illusion of a female. Other categories can disguise the illusion with costuming, props dancers etc., but again, gown competition focuses on the contestant and his ability to create the illusion of a woman, not the illusion of a “man in a dress”.
We see far too many times, that someone has purchased a “pre-owned” gown from a person who scored well in that particular gown, only to see that the person who recently purchased the gown did not score well because the particular style of gown was not flattering to the body and was not tailored. WE rarely hear of someone purchasing a gown that does not require alterations? We even see some who have pads sown into their gown to ensure that their look in the gown is consistent.
It is all about fit, color of gown compared to color of hair, accessories (although not over powering), smile, poise, relaxation and naturalness in modeling that comprise the overall look that will score well. The judges immediately know whether they like, or dislike, your gown competition as soon as you step onto the stage. The first impression is certainly lasting during gown and if there is a prominent flaw to your gown presentation, that flaw will be evident at first glance.
In conclusion, that you must practice, practice and practice again. Practice walking in the shoes (or a pair exactly like them) to ensure familiarity with choice of shoe. Practice modeling in the gown, to ensure comfortable familiarity with the choice of gown? Practice modeling to different types of music.

Gown is the one category, for which you have complete control, including makeup, hair, fit and modeling technique. Other categories such as talent, there is always the risk of dancer error, prop setup error, wardrobe malfunction but again, there is little or no reason for not being prepared for gown competition.
The answers for gown lie with you the contestant, and your level of comfort with your gown competition, therefore you should plan ahead to ensure the highest possible gown score.
A Fitting Gown-
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