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Have you ever seen a titleholder and wonder how they won a particular contest? Ever wish the performance of an entertainer would end as soon as it begins? We hope that the Solo Talent phase of competition will assist the judges to determine who is truly talented. This category is designed to allow the contestant to express what type of entertainer they might be, as they travel representing the coveted title of Miss Gay America. The purpose of the Solo Talent category is to showcase, only you, the contestant, and your ability to entertain the audience. There can be no hiding behind a dance troupe or stage props as it is up to you, to entertain the audience. There are many different types of Solo Talent competitions that have been presented by the contestants… drama, comedy, dance, acrobats and there has been success in each of these types of solo talent presented by the contestants but generally speaking, there is none of these types, that have consistently scored higher than others.

The following, is the sub-category descriptions and questions, that you, as a contestant, may wish to consider, when choosing a performance for your Solo Talent competition.
Choreography and Appearance-(0 to 30 possible points)- 
(Physical Coordination and Stage Presence)

Is the costume appropriate for the talent?

Is costume properly fitted? (any flaws in the costume, including ill-fitted costumes should cause point deduction)

Is there difficulty/room for error, if you are using “rip-away” costuming? 

If there is difficulty, how can you decrease risk of error in the “rip-away” costume?
Is the music professionally mixed?

Do songs used in your mix relate to your Solo Talent? 

Does your Solo Talent tell a story that you want to tell?

Is choreography appropriate for the talent?

Does the choreography flow?

Is each dance move executed to the fullest extent?

Is your choreography too repetitive? 

Is your talent so energized at the beginning that the judges will loose interest toward the end of the presentation?

Is your talent so energized at the beginning that you loose energy at the end?

If you are imitating a character….do you look like the character, do you act like the character?
Quality-(0 to 30 possible points) (Lip-Sync, Live Vocal, and/or Other Entertainment)

Do you know your words? (look as if you are actually singing and/or speaking)

Do you “over dramatize” the words? 

Do you “under dramatize” the words?

If live vocal, do you sing on key? On beat?

Is there any offensive language in your Solo Talent that might cause a judge to discount points because of the offensive language?
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Value of Presentation as Entertainment-(0 to 40 possible points)
Is your talent truly entertaining?

Does your talent stir emotion (laughter, sadness, etc)

Whatever your Solo Talent….be sure that it is entertaining. Many contestants score well in all subcategories of Solo Talent, except for the “value as entertainment” subcategory, and this could be crucial to your overall scoring in the pageant. Simply said, the talent of an entertainer is not about the popularity of the entertainer, for as the art of female impersonation grows, you, the contestant (as Miss Gay America), will most likely perform for many who have never seen you perform, therefore, you are encouraged to seize the moment and give them a memorable performance that will amaze them considering that you are a “man, impersonating a woman”.
Solo Talent is a very difficult category of the competition as the contestant must choose if the Solo Talent, is fitting to his capability as an entertainer. Sometimes, comedy has scored well, sometimes drama, sometimes dance…but no matter what “grouping” your Solo Talent is classified, the judges have agreed, that each of the contestants who have scored well, selected a Solo Talent that was entertaining. Remember, that quite often, something might appeal to you as a performer, that might not appeal to the spectator, therefore, you should ask for the “honest” opinion of others, then be willing to listen to the “honest” majority.
It is important to remember that any point deductions can accumulate and could cost you the contest therefore the smallest of details should be reviewed to ensure that you are not loosing points. Just because you are entertained by a particular talent does not mean that others will be, therefore, again, it is a good idea to consult with many who will give you their honest opinion about your talent presentation. The key to a successful Solo Talent, is to select one that will be entertaining to all (or the majority) of the judges, as the panel of judges are usually comprised of a variety of individuals that each have different opinions, therefore your Solo Talent should have a good look and be entertaining. 
Solo Talent is to showcase the contestant’s ability to entertain an audience, including stage presence and production, so as with any presentation, choose wisely to ensure that the talent presentation and your ability to execute your presentation, will be pleasing to the eye and ear…..

All By Yourself In Solo Talent-

page 2 of 2
Copyright-2008-L & T Entertainment

