Communicating through On Stage Interview…..
(an article, written by L & T Entertainment, published in “The Excellence” Newsletter in July 2006)-page 1 of 2 pages

Do the points of On Stage Interview really matter when this category is only worth 50 points per judge?  Absolutely! Many times, when the scores are extremely close, which is in most pageants, the On Stage Interview category has determined the winner. As we continue to say, you should never “give” points to your opponents. In a typical America pageant, On-Stage Interview immediately follows the Evening Gown category, therefore there will likely be a few brief moments that you must speak to the audience while the judges are completing the Evening Gown scores. Usually, you, as a contestant, will be asked to give a brief biography of yourself, prior to answering the On Stage Question. Your biography should always be brief and include past, present and future detail. Typically, the “brief biography” portion of the On Stage Interview is not judged but you should be prepared, just in case. 
The On Stage Interview category allows you to present yourself, in female attire and communicate to the audience. This category will show your ability to communicate to an audience and the ability to answer a question. Public speaking is a very important part of the job as a Miss Gay America, not only during your reign but after your reign as many will call upon you, as the most recent former Miss Gay America, to emcee their contest therefore it is strongly recommended that you obtain as much experience as possible, to emcee. 
It has been said, that sometimes, questions for On Stage Interview are too serious or too difficult to answer. We stress to you that a Miss Gay America must be a well-rounded, “best of the best” contestant and this category is just one of five, designed to prove that you are not only well rounded, but are truly, one of the very best in your craft. Questions asked will vary so you should be prepared to answer most any question, except for those that are political or religious in nature. Your choice to answer your question in terms of politics or religion is up to you…
It is also thought that it is difficult to inject personality into the answer of a serious On Stage question. This is true, but it can be done. You must find ways to make your Stage Interview more appealing to the judges, such as changing voice tones, speaking with passion during your answer and showing enthusiasm. Remember, judges usually see through a phony answer, so keep it “real”.
There are two (2) subcategories, noted below, that comprise the 50 possible points (per judge) of the On Stage Interview category. This article will hopefully provide direction to you, the contestant, concerning this category and how to realize maximum points.
ON-STAGE INTERVIEW

Ability to communicate 






0 to 25 Points

Answer content







0 to 25 Points
Total points






50 points possible per judge

Scoring should be based on personality and poise, the ability to communicate on a microphone in front of an audience, and the context of the answer in relation to the topic given. 

Ability to Communicate-

0 to 25 possible subcategory points 

This sub-category is your opportunity to clearly communicate with the audience. You are not only scored on what you say, but how you say it…
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Questions you might wish to ask yourself to ensure maximum points are:

Is your interview too conservative?

Are your interview skills too flamboyant?

Are your interview answers too boastful?

Is your interview answer too timid and/or shy?

Do you have a nervous laugh?

Are your answers sincere?

Are your answers to the point?

Do you tend to ramble without directly answering the question?

Do you properly enunciate your words?

Do you speak too fast? Too slow?

How is your grammar when speaking?

Do you say, “you know” or “um”  too often?

Do you make eye contact with the judges and/or audience?
Are you confident in your answers?

Do your answers sound too rehearsed?

Are your answers sincere?

Do you seem too arrogant?

Answer Content-

0 to 25 possible subcategory points 

This sub-category is your opportunity to clearly communicate the answer of the question, to the judges and the audience. While we generally say that there is no correct or incorrect answer, the judges will most likely be able to determine if you are dishonest in your answers or if you have not answered the question. You should answer the question that is asked and do not elaborate on issues that are unrelated to your question. 

Questions you should ask yourself to ensure maximum points include:

· Are your answers too brief?
· Are you familiar with the Miss Gay America system regulations in order to effectively answer administrative type questions?

· Do you ramble in your answers?

· Are you answering the question(s) asked?

Preparation for this category, as in all others is very important. Perhaps you could get others to rehearse with you, the On Stage Category. Perhaps you can emcee a show as often as possible. While it is recognized that sometimes you, as the contestant, might experience “stage fright” during On Stage Question,  the more experience you have as an emcee, the less likely you are to “freeze” during this category.
In summary, the On Stage Question category, though very simple in description can become quite complex, considering your question is unknown therefore you, as the contestant are encouraged to become well versed on many issues, to better prepare you for this category. Again, we recommend that you gather a group of individuals to assist you with preparation for On Stage Question. This is just one of five categories in which you must score well, in order to become the next Miss Gay America, therefore we suggest that you begin your preparation today, in order to realize the success in scoring that you would like to see from good communication through the On Stage Interview category….
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