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The category of talent is the highest scoring category within the Miss Gay America pageant system. Some contestants tend to primarily focus on this category to ensure the maximum number of points, in effort to win a competition when in fact, consistently high scores in each category is what usually yields the winner. Concerning talent, you name it, and we have seen it but there remains many untapped sources of originality. The talent category is designed to showcase your ability to entertain, coordinate costume and create stage set-up that will be entertaining to both the judges and the audience. Very few have been successful in being a “one-man band” during talent but it can be done…. One does not need to have a huge production to be successful, but if you choose compete with no-one or nothing but you (the contestant) on the stage, it has to be quality enough to sustain scrutiny of the judges. Because you are allowed seven (7) minutes, does not necessarily mean that you should take the entire time allowed for your talent presentation. We have heard some judges comment that some talent presentations should be greater in length, while others should be shorter in length. When selecting a talent, you need to understand the sub-category scoring and be sure that you will score well when subject to the scrutiny of the judges. It has been said, many times, that the outcome of a contest might have been totally different with a different panel of judges however your ultimate goal should be to select a talent that will score well with any panel of judges (from all races, genders, and backgrounds). This is not so easy to accomplish but rest assured that if you consider your talent presentation based on the subcategory scoring components, you will score higher.
We have detailed below the sub-category descriptions of the Talent category and have noted questions that you might wish to ask yourself when selecting a talent. Remember, that in any phase of competition, your choice of what you will do in that category should appeal to the majority of the panel of judges. You may wish to think of your talent for the values noted below, then consider if the talent selection would appeal to most people.

TALENT 

Showmanship and Set Design-





0 to 60 Points

Choreography-

 (Physical Coordination and Stage Presence (Including Dancers)

0 to 80 Points

Quality 

(Lip-Sync, Live Vocal, and/or Other Entertainment) 


0 to 80 Points 

Value of Presentation as Entertainment
- 



0 to 80 Points
Total points







300 possible points 











per judge

Showmanship and Set Design  (0 to 60 possible points) -

What is the look of the set design?

Does the set design compliment the theme of your talent?

Does the set design compliment the stage?

If props are on stage, will they be used (example: why have a chair in your set design if it does not compliment the theme of your talent, nor will it be used by you during the talent?)
Are the costumes appropriate for the talent (including dancers, if used)?
Are costumes properly fitted? (any flaws in the costume, including ill-fitted costumes should cause point deduction, including that of the dancers)

Is the music professionally mixed?

Do songs used in your mix relate to your talent? 

Does your talent tell a story that you want to tell?
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Choreography-(0 to 80 possible points)- (Physical Coordination and Stage Presence (Including Dancers)
Is choreography appropriate for the talent?

Do dancers, “out-stage” the contestant?

Do dancers have good “chemistry” with each other?

Do dancers have good “chemistry” with the contestant?
Does the choreography flow?

Is each dance move executed to the fullest extent?

Is your choreography too repetitive? 

Does the appearance of the dancers compliment each other (example: a very tall dancer and a very short dancer usually look odd on stage, while together)

Do dancers know the routines (as their mistakes become point deductions of the contestant)

Is your talent so energized at the beginning that the judges will loose interest toward the end of the presentation?

Is your talent so energized at the beginning that you (or your dancers) loose energy at the end?

If live vocal, have you inserted movement with your song?

Quality-(0 to 80 possible points) (Lip-Sync, Live Vocal, and/or Other Entertainment)

Do you know your words? (look as if you are actually singing)

Do your dancers know their words?

Do you or your dancers “over dramatize” the words? 
Do you or your dancers “under dramatize” the words?

If live vocal, do you sing on key? On beat?
Is there any offensive language in your Talent that might cause a judge to discount points because of the offensive language?
If you are imitating a character…do you look like the character? Do you act like the character?
Value of Presentation as Entertainment-(0 to 80 possible points)
Is your talent truly entertaining?

Does your talent stir emotion (laughter, sadness, etc)
Is the length of your talent too long?

Is the length of your talent too short?
Whatever your talent….be sure that it is entertaining. Many contestants might score well in all subcategories of Talent, except for the value as entertainment subcategory, and this could be crucial to your overall scoring in the pageant.

Talent is a very difficult category of the competition as the contestant must choose if the talent, is fitting to his capability as an entertainer. Too often contestants go for a quantity stage presence and get lost in the production. It is important to remember that any point deductions can accumulate and cost you the contest therefore the smallest of details should be reviewed to ensure that you are not loosing points. Just because you are entertained by a particular talent does not mean that others will be, therefore it is a good idea to consult with many who will give you their honest opinion about your talent presentation. Talents is to showcase the contestants ability to entertain an audience, including stage presence and production, so as with any presentation, choose wisely to ensure that the talent presentation and your ability to execute your presentation, will be pleasing to the eye and ear…..
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